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The Annual Recognition Dinner Approaches  

February 25th, 2010 
 

 

 

Happy New Year everyone! A New Year brings new challenges, new opportunities and a 

renewed commitment to making our Chamber the best it can be! As members of the Presque 

Isle Area Chamber of Commerce your support of our annual signature events is greatly  

appreciated. We also encourage participation from all members in the planning and working 

of these events. One of those events is right around the corner...the annual recognition din-

ner will take place on February 25th at 6pm at the Presque Isle Inn & Convention Center. 

Members are encouraged to attend a brief business meeting at 5:30 p.m. to vote on proposed 

By-law changes.  

 

We are happy to announce 2009 recipients. Citizen of the YearðKim Smith; Business of 

the YearðBraden Theater; Lifetime Achievement AwardðJohn Graves. Join us to honor 

this yearôs inspiring recipients. 

 

 Look for invitations in the mail soon. We look forward to seeing you there.  The Recogni-

tion Dinner is open to the public. Please call the Chamber at 764-6561 to reserve your seat. 

Individual seats are $35.00, two are $65.00 and a table of eight is $240.00. 

3 Houlton Rd., Presque Isle, ME 04769; Phone (207)764-6561, Fax (207)764-1583, www.pichamber.com  

USSA Junior Olympics 

 

Early March will see the Presque Isle area filling with the nationõs best junior athletes. The 2010 Jun-

ior Cross Country Skiing Olympics will be hosted by Maine Winter Sport Center, Nordic Heritage 

Center. There will be 400 athletes, plus coaches and supporters coming to the area for 7-10 days. 

This is a great opportunity to welcome these visitors, showcase our communities and encourage 

return visits. Central Aroostook County has much to offer to make their stay enjoyable. 

The JO committee is looking for volunteers to help with a variety of activities throughout the week. 

You can register as a volunteer by visiting the website: www.juniorolympics2010.org. 

This is also a wonderful opportunity to watch up and coming athletes compete. You may see the 

next gold medalist skiing here in Presque Isle! These visitors will benefit each and every business in 

the Presque Isle area and beyond. Please give them all a great Aroostook County welcome.  
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Looking for your Help!  

 

The Presque Isle Area  Chamber of Commerce is happy to report that your Board of Directors consists of 

20 plus ex officio members and guests.  This is great for the life of the Chamber but leaves us with a short-

age of seating. If you or anyone you know have  traditional chairs suitable for use in a public board room 

that you would be willing to donate, please contact us at 764-6561. 
 

Help Us Help You          
If you havenõt registered on the PIACC website and updated you business information:  

Go to www.pichamber.com,  Member Login on the right side and register.  

Your entry will be approved within 24 hours.  

Return to add your personalized listing. You have the ability to update information and customize listing . 

You know your business and what makes it unique. The online directory is a great tool to  achieve this goal. 

  

Usage Statistics for www.pichamber.com 

 

             

             

Month 
Daily 
Avg    

Monthly 
Totals        

 Hits Files Pages Visits Sites kB F   Visits Pages Files Hits 

             

Jan-10 7790 6270 2612 477 2950 2276448   12885 70538 169307 210352 

Dec-09 8072 6940 3659 447 3133 3110966   13882 113434 215143 250243 

Nov-09 8305 7021 3748 447 3240 2845267   13438 112442 210653 249172 

Oct-09 9812 8426 4387 480 3583 3586567   14891 136003 261218 304187 

Sep-09 11045 9410 5308 429 3594 3670214   12899 159251 282314 331376 

Aug-09 13032 10643 5208 474 4457 4656480   14709 161452 329959 404021 

Jul-09 11706 9458 4605 388 4130 3930779   12032 142770 293217 362886 

Jun-09 12149 9966 5867 294 3506 3942805   8824 176035 298986 364485 

May-09 13082 10681 6209 304 3652 4208572   9453 192495 331138 405568 

Apr-09 10562 8038 3693 313 3602 3598733   9397 110799 241154 316885 

Mar-09 10640 8214 3468 293 3620 4416741   9103 107533 254640 329868 

Feb-09 6862 5858 2762 371 2876 2245802   10398 77363 164031 192155 

             

Totals      42489373   141911 1560115 3051760 3721198 

             

Please Take Note : The Presque Isle Area Chamber of Commerce has 

changed its address to 3 Houlton Rd., Presque Isle ME 04769  
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Welcome to our New Members  

 

Clifford L. Rhome, CPA, PA ð   34 North St, Ste #3, Presque Isle Maine 04769ð207-764-5800; Full service certi-

fied public accounting firm. Services include but are not limited to: audits, reviews, compilations and other financial 
statements; business and personal tax planning and preparation; as well as various levels of bookkeeping, payroll and 

other specialized services 

Northern Lights Motel  72 Houlton Road, Presque Isle ME 04769ð207-764-3473; One and only Motel in 

Presque Isle. Small, cozy, comfortable and very clean. Non-smoking, free WIFI wireless internet, cable and coming 
soon free local and long distance telephone calls (US & Canada). Close to ITS 81 trail. 14 rooms and 1 cabin. Ga-

zebo, free use of barbeque grill, toys and games for the young ones. This motel sits on 8 acres in southern Presque 

Isle. 

J. P. Martin & Sons Construction Corporation  P.O. Box 58, Caribou ME 04736ð207-498-6063;  J P Martin 

and Sons Construction Corporation is a general contracting business specializing in the construction and renovation 

of commercial, industrial and institutional buildings and multi-family housing complexes. The firm has done work on 

schools, hotels, churches, hospitals, medical facilities, elderly and low income housing projects, office complexes, 

light manufacturing plants and municipal, state and federal facilities.  

Allen Deeves ð 207-433-5088/207-834-1931ñAllen joined as an individual member to support the work of PIACC 

Upcoming Events 
 

Feb. 12§Ashland-2TDADB $@Q@U@M KD@UDR %D@M½R .NSNQ 

Lodge in Portage at 7:00 a.m.  

 

Feb. 20§Winter Fun Day§Aroostook State Park 

 

Feb.25§PI Area Chamber of Commerce Annual 

 Recognition Dinner  - Presque Isle Inn &  

 Convention Center 

 

March 7-14§Junior Olympics.    

 www.juniorolympics2010.org 

 

March 12§14§Winterfest§Blaine/Mars Hill 

 

 

      
 

Signature Events 
 

Strawberry Shortcake Sale§June 

Potato Booth§Summer 

Crown of Maine Balloon Fest§August 

Haunted Woods Walk§October 

Holiday Light Parade§December 

 
Involvement in these committees is not limited to members of the 

Chamber, we welcome community participation. If you know any-

one who might be interested, please pass on this information. We 

look forward to expanding the number of people involved and 

sharing new ideas. We welcome comments and suggestions to 

make these events even more appealing. 

 

 

If you have events you would like to have added to our 

calendar of events, please forward the information to 

us at:  info@pichamber.com 

For more information please visit the Calendar of 

Events on the PIACC web site: www.pichamber.com 
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Meet The Faces of  the Presque Isle Area Chamber of   
Commerce Board of  Directors  

Gail Clukey, Clukeyõs Auto Supply 
When Gail Clukey was asked to join the Presque Isle Area Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors this year, she says she immediately accepted knowing it was an 
opportunity to give back to the Star City and the other member communities the 
Chamber serves. òI joined the Board because I wanted to be in contact with other 
Chamber members, the goings on of the City of Presque Isle, contribute my time 
and help people understand what the Chamber can do for them. This is an exciting 
time! And Iõm looking forward to getting out to the other areas we serve and making 

great things happen for our members.ó  Clukeyõs Auto Supply is a longstanding member of the Chamber. 
Gail says the experience has been fully rewarding as its helped them branch out and network, but thatõs also 
been two-fold benefitéhelping other people find their business as well. Gail says she brings to the Board a 
ôcan doõ attitudeéone that likes to see things happen. Sheõs looking forward to working with the entire 
Chamber Board in continuing their mission of expanding their membership and being a resource to all their 
member communities. 
Gail can be reached via email at gclukey@hotmail.com 
 
 

Stacy Shaw, MMG Insurance  
Stacy Shaw is a Manager and Vice President of Infosystems at MMG Insurance in Presque 
Isle. An avid mountain climber and extreme sports enthusiast, Stacy doesnõt shy away from 
challenges. He gladly goes the distance for projects heõs committed to, which is why join-
ing the Chamber board is a good fit. Stacy says, òI thought it was a good way to become 
involved with the community and this opportunity would be a good alignment between 
my own interests and the interests of the Chamber. Iõm a hard worker, I set goals, stick to 
them and see them through resolution. Iõm really excited to help the Chamber meet its 
goals and become even more successful in helping its members.ó Stacy says what he also 
brings to the Board is a wealth of business experience particularly in the areas of financial 
matters and technology. A native of Mars Hill, Stacy has developed a sound business repu-

tation and contacts throughout the Star City and its greater community. Of the Chamberõs reputation he 
says òI think it has a good reputation among local businesses, one that can be expanded. Iõm excited about 
helping make that happen. Iõm looking forward to whatõs ahead and being a part of it all. Iõm looking for-
ward to bringing in new blood, new ideas, new leadership!ó 
Stacy can be reach via email at stacy.shaw@mmgins.com 
 

Monthly Meetings 

 

Board Meetings, 3rd Wednesday at 3:30 @ Chamber Office 

 

Crown of Maine Balloon Fest Planning Committee, 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 4:30 @ Chamber  

Office 



Chamber Connection                                                                                                                                          Page 5  

   Thank You To Our  
Ace Rent-A-Car  

Portland Glass 

The Aroostook Medical Center  

Buckôs Market LLC 

Big Cheese Pizza  

Panscofarôs Bridal Shop 

City Dry Cleaners, Inc.  

Aroosta Cast, Inc.  

Mojo  

Aroostook County Electric Supply 

Door Services, Inc.  

Northern Maine Community College  

Presque Isle Historical Society  

Maine Farmers Exchange  

Ashland Auto  

County Physical Therapy, LLC 

Sullivanôs Floor Covering  

Exquisite Homes, Inc. 

Tempo Employment Services  

Kofstad Agency, Inc.  

Hogan Tire, Inc.  

Aroostook Hospitality Inn  

Renewing Members 
Barresi Financial  

Columbia Forest Products 

Maine Woods Company, LLC  

Aroostook Area Agency on Aging 

P D Body Shop, Inc.  

Kinneyôs Flowers  

Allstate Insurance Company  

Farm Credit of Maine, ACA  

Auto Machine, Inc.  

Felch & Company, LLC  

A & L Construction, Inc.  

Jacob Plavnick  

Jimôs Automotive  

The Pines at Chapman  

Presque Isle Snowmobile Club  

ARD Enterprises  

Hedrick Vending, Inc.  

Gagnonôs Auto & RV Sales, Inc.  

Aroostook Family Dental Health, PA 

The Sled Shop, Inc.  

Tompkins Plumbing & Heating, Inc.  

Presque Isle Inn & Convention Center  

Dawn Poitras, The Aroostook Medical Center 

Dawn Poitras is a returning face to the Board of Directors having served for seven 

years including two as Board President. When asked to return Dawn said ñI feel 
very proud of where the Chamber is today compared to where it was when I first 

sat on the Board. We are on the right track to living out our mission and visionò. 

Dawn cites her leadership abilities, time served on the Board, and communication 

and organizational skills as assets to the Chamber. She says ñI also love the City of 
Presque Isle and want to do my part in making it a better place to live and work.  I 

missed being on the Board for the year and only left because I exceeded my term 

limit of six consecutive years.ò To Dawn, the Chamber plays a significant role in the community espe-
cially in the interests of tourism and marketing which she says both have a huge potential for growth. 

Some issues she feels the Board can work on in the next year include assisting in the marketing of our 

Chamber to all the areas we represent. Our objectives include promoting our existing businesses, job 
growth and sustainment, assistance in preventing out migration. Dawn said there is one area that needs 

immediate attention, ñWe need more volunteers in area events, we need support from our businesses and 

we need feedback.ò Dawn can be reached at dpoitras@tamc.org 

 

Tourism Trade Show  
PIACC plans to attend a trade show in Hartland, New Brunswick April 30-May 2. Our presence there 

will be aimed at encouraging people from that area of New Brunswick to consider our region as a 

vacation destination. We encourage you to drop off material as soon as possible. If you would like to  

help at the show, you are more than welcome. 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=30053646&id=1452278177
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The Final Word 
By Theresa Fowler 

 

Things are hopping in Presque Isle area and Aroostook County. As you are aware Montreal, Maine & 

Atlantic Railroad is planning to file for abandonment of the 240 + miles of railroad from Millinocket to 

Madawaska. This would be detrimental to businesses in the area served by the railroad and thus to all of 

us. The loss of rail service would eliminate the hope of attracting new business and in some cases ex-

pansion. I have been working with Leaders Encouraging Aroostook Development and others to prevent 

the abandonment as it is proposed. We attended a hearing in Augusta recently to support a study on the 

impact to the State of Maine. We were received very positively, but there is much work to be done to 

maintain the railway.  

 

The AshlandðQuebec Winter Carnival caravan is leaving Deanôs Motor Lodge at 7:00 a.m. on February 

12th. I am looking forward to being part of this adventure. I am also pleased that the Ashland Rotary 

Club asked the PIACC to act as coordinator this year, as the original caravan included the Presque Isle 

Chamber of Commerce. If you want to join us, call the Chamber. 

 

We are looking forward to the Recognition Dinner on the 25th. As always we received nominations of 

very deserving individuals. It is difficult for the committee to chose only one recipient for each award. 

 

If you would like to be involved in Chamber activities we would love to have your help. As we strive to 

offer more to our members, we need more active volunteers. We have fun and accomplish things! 

 


